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Poona are not Mahrattas, except in the sense that
they live in the Mahratta country, and they repre-
sent nothing but their own caste, the most exclu-
sive and aristocratic in the world, and, it may be
added, possessed of marvellous capacity for intrigue,
and of such subtle skill as has enabled them to per-
suade the Democrats and Socialists of England to
join hands with them against the masses of their
fellow-countrymen.

In Madras the agitation failed to produce much
impression on press or public, but the press of
Bengal and Poona, and to a less degree that of
Bombay and the Punjab, has been one of the chief
factors, and, after education, the chief factor, in
bringing about the present seditious movement.

It is natural to dwell upon this aspect of affairs
in India, but the loyal support which the Govern-
ment receives attracts less attention. Not only the
Mahomedans of Eastern Bengal, two-thirds of the
whole population, but also the Hindu tenants, have
made a protest, not against the partition, but against
the agitation against the partition, and against the
boycott, which the agitators endeavour to enforce,
to the great inconvenience of the people.

Repeated resolutions condemning the anti-British
agitation have been passed at meetings in Bengal
and Oudh, and individual Maharajas and Na-
wabs have rebuked individual agitators, Indian and
English.